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Champaign County Historical Archives 
 
Compiled by: Kayla Mesker, February 2023 
Creator/Corporate name: Council of Congregations of Champaign-Urbana 
Inclusive Dates: 1975-2011, bulk 1982-2011 
Physical Description: 2 boxes, (0.75 linear feet). 
 
Provenance: 
The Council of Congregations of Champaign-Urbana records were donated to the Champaign County 
Historical Archives in August 2021.  
 
Access: 
The records are accessible to the public within applicable copyright restrictions and limited to use at the 
Champaign County Historical Archives of The Urbana Free Library. 
 
Historical Note:   
The Council of Congregations (COC) was formed in 1969 by Rev. Refe Miller and Malvena Roeppel as an 
interfaith group dedicated to fostering cooperation in social action and other matters of religious 
concerns. Volunteers from the member congregations maintained multiple community service programs 
including the Friendly Visiting Support program where volunteers formed relationships with nursing 
home residents and the Hospital Support Program in which volunteers provided transportation, ran 
errands, and cared for children for hospital patients and their families. Frequent events included their 
annual Church Walk, socials, and child care for member congregations during High Holy Days, Christmas, 
and Easter. While it was running COC included members from local Baptist, Catholic, Jewish, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and United Church of Christ congregations. The COC disbanded November 18, 
2011 after its work was integrated with Faith in Action and Family Services-First Call for Help.  
 
Scope and Content Note: 
The collection contains minutes from the monthly meetings beginning in 1980 and continuing until its 
dissolution in 2011. Additionally, the collection includes annual treasurer reports, volunteer programs 
reports, as well as assorted flyers and announcements for various programs. 
 
Arrangement: 
The collection is arranged alphabetically by folder title.  
 
Subject Terms:   
Churches 
Churches--Illinois  
Interdenominational cooperation. 
Nonprofit organizations. 
Societies. 
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Name Terms: 
Adams, J. Rodger 
Eastin, Dan 
Erickson, Jo 
Francis, Dolores 
Green, Jane 
Mayes, Lola 
Miller, Refe 
Peeples, Gerri 
Roeppel, Malvena 
Satterthwaite, Helen 
Whelan, Peggy 
Woodward, Helen 
Wright, Barb 
 
Organizations Terms:  
Baha’i Center of Champaign-Urbana (Urbana, Ill.) 
Chapel of Saint John the Divine Episcopal Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
Community United Church of Christ (Champaign, Ill.) 
Council of Congregations 
Council of Congregations of Champaign-Urbana 
Faith United Methodist Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
First Baptist Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
First Methodist Church (Urbana, Ill.) 
First Presbyterian Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
First United Methodist Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
First United Presbyterian Church (Urbana, Ill.) 
Grace Lutheran Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
Holy Cross Catholic Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
McKinley United Presbyterian Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
Salem Baptist Church (Champaign, Ill.) 
Sinai Temple (Champaign, Ill.) 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church (Urbana, Ill.) 
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ (Champaign, Ill.) 
Urbana-Champaign Friends Meeting 
Wesley United Methodist Church (Urbana, Ill.) 
 
Container List: 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Annual Reports, 2010-1995 
Folder 2: Annual Reports, 1995-1986 
Folder 3: Annual Reports, 1986-1980 
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Folder 4: Meeting Minutes, September 2011-November 2002 
Folder 5: Meeting Minutes, October 2002-September 1999 
Folder 6: Meeting Minutes, July 1999-May 1994 
Folder 7: Meeting Minutes, April 1994-August 1990 
Folder 8: Meeting Minutes, August 1990-January 1989 
Folder 9: Meeting Minutes, November 1988-November 1986 
Folder 10: Meeting Minutes, October 1986-May 1985 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Meeting Minutes, April 1985-September 1983 
Folder 2: Meeting Minutes, August 1983-January 1975 
Folder 3: Miscellaneous services and programs, 1979-1990 
Folder 4: Organization history and message, 1975-2009 


