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Compiled by: Sherrie Bowser, June 2023 
Creator Name: Thomas Joseph Tyrrell  
Inclusive Dates: 1944-1995, bulk 1944-1945 
Physical Description: 1 box, (1.2 linear ft.) 
 
Provenance: 
The Thomas Joseph Tyrrell Collection was donated to the Champaign County Historical Archives by Ruth 
Shaw.   
 
Access: 
These records are accessible to the public within applicable copyright restrictions and limited to use at 
the Champaign County Historical Archives of The Urbana Free Library. 
 
Biographical Note:   
Thomas Joseph Tyrrell was born September 17, 1921, to Roger and Charlotte McDonough Tyrrell of 

Urbana, IL. He graduated from Urbana High School (1939) and the University of Illinois (1943). During 

World War II, Tyrrell served in the Navy on the U.S.S. Bingham in the Pacific. After the war, he 

performed in USO camp shows in Japan, Korea, and the Philippines. He studied drama at Yale University, 

receiving his Master of Arts degree. Tyrrell was active in the early years of live television drama, 

appearing on Studio One, Kraft Theater, and Lux Video Theater. 

In 1960 he moved to San Francisco, where he was a professor of Theater Arts at San Francisco State 

University until his retirement in 1988. He was a long-time member of the Bohemian Club, serving on 

the club’s Board of Directors. He died November 3, 1995, and was buried beside his parents at 

Woodlawn Cemetery in Urbana. 

 
Scope and Content Note:  
This collection contains Thomas Joseph Tyrrell’s WWII Naval scrapbook dating from 1945-1946, two 
oversize photographs of his Naval classes, a post war military guidebook of the Tokyo/Yokohama area 
and a narrative of U.S.S. Bingham’s First Cruise. Tyrrell’s obituary and funeral mass program are also 
included.   
 
Arrangement:   
The collection is arranged alphabetically by folder title.  
 
Related Material:  
The scrapbook has been scanned and added to our digital collection, number D095. 
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Subject Terms:   
Bingham (Attack transport). 
Japan--Tokyo. 
Japan--Yokohama. 
Philippines. 
Scrapbooks  
United States—Army--Army, 8th. 
World War, 1939-1945--Naval operations, American. 
 
Name Terms:  
Tyrrell, Thomas Joseph, 1921-1995 
 
Container List 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Military Tour guide – Tokyo/Yokohama area, undated  
Folder 2: Obituary and Funeral Mass for Thomas Joseph Tyrrell, November 1995 
Folder 3: Photographs, Naval classes 

• Service School Command, Class 4-46, Graduated, December 1944 

• Company 55-44, Regiment 4, Battalion 14, U.S. Navy Training Station, Farragut, Idaho, 
February, 26, 1944 

Folder 4: Thomas Joseph Tyrrell, U.S. Navy Scrapbook, 1940s 
Folder 5: U.S.S. Bingham’s First Cruise, undated  


